
ROYAL WELCOME TO TASMANIA. 2/3/54. 

Fol lowing the tumultuous scenes in  Sydney and the  impressive 

formali ty  of  Canberra  the Gothic  has  brought  the Queen 

from the Austral ian mainland, to  Hobart ,  capi ta l  of  Tasmania.  

One hundred and f i f ty  years  af ter ,  i t s ,colonisat ion,  this  southern 

is land of  the Commonweal th^awaits^the arr ival  of  the Queen from 

far  off  Lo ndo n«S A '  

But th is  t ime there  was a  t ragic  contrast ,  back on the 

mainland 0  In  Queensland and in  par ts  of  New South Wales  

where the Queen herself  had been only recent ly  severe f loods 

fol lowing a cyclone had spread a mant le  of  devastat ion and 

misery.  In  the Lismore d is t r ic t ,  where Her  Majesty had spent  

a  n ight ,  roads and ra i lways were now blocked.  This  was the 
i ronic  

awful /ending of  a  long per iod of  drought .  

In  this  sudden catastrophe,  thousands were rendered homeless .  

Many lost  their  l ives;  and many more were reported missing,  

So there  was a  shadow of  gr ief  cast  over  the welcome^ when the 

Queen arr ived in  Melbourne,  the capi ta l  of  Victor ia .  But  when thai  

these moments  carae Melbourne,  too,  HXKaKtff ldtxfchJKxtesBxxjrxjdEaxs 

gave greet ings from imtaxas the hear t ,  •// 


