
MONTE CASSIMO. 13/4/54.  

To-day the  town of  Cass lno In  Southern Italy has  been rebui l t ;^  

and to  the  famous Abbey known as  Monte  G ass ino comesthe  pres ident  

of  I ta ly ;  reviving memories  of  ten  years  ago^ when town and monastery  

were  a  ba t t leground;  where  hundreds  who d ied^are  now remembered 

In  a  s tone memorls  

In  1944 th is  Benedic t ine  26stnas±eB3g Abbey of  the  s ix th  cebtnry /  

was  the  target  for  more  thnn four  hundred tons  of  bombs.  And the  

arguments  that  raged a t  that  t ime were  no less  b i t ter  than the  

bat t le*  should  th is  ancient  p i le  be  des t royed^,  whatever  the  needs  

of  war?  The answer  was  that  the  enemy was shie lding behind the  

Abbey 's  ancient  s tsnf is  wal ls ;  and the  l ives  of  Al l ied  soldiers  f  

cX 
were  d more  sacred than XH his tor ic  plac  

In  1954,  a  process ion through the  town marks  res tora t ion 

of  a  landmark that  s tood for  hundreds  of  years ,  only  to  be  des t royed 
forceful  

In  v i r tual ly  one day of  modern war .  A/paaszfa i  reminder^of  the  

power that men wield In modern times for good or evi 


