
SCOTLAND LIGHTS THE JAY. 23/4/54. 

Three  people  f rom the  remote  Scot t i sh  vi l lage  of  Skipnes® 

have come to  London as  guests  of  the  American Air  Force;  Kiss  

Cook,  the  postmis t ress ;  Mrs  MacGougan;  and her  husband,  the  

v i l lage  carpenter  and man-of-a l l - t rad  es .  And the  reason why they 

have come i s  qui te  a  s tory .  Some months  ago (  a  radio  beacon 

was Ins ta l led  in  th is  Argyl lshi re  f i shing vi l la  gey and Mr BacGougen 

agreed wi thout  payment  to  swi tch i t  on when requested.  I t s  

purpose  was to  guide  American p lanes  f rom Iceland on thei r  way 

to  Pres twlck a i rpor t  a  shor t -cut  run- in  that  was  v i ta l  because  

a i rcraf t  a t  th is  point  were  a lways  dangerously  low In  fuel® Then 

came the  occas ion when Presfcwick phoned^the  Skipness  post  Off ice  

that  the  radio  beam was urgent ly  needed to  guide  in  twenty-nine  

Sabre  je ts  f ight ing thei r  way home agains t  a  s torm.  Miss  Cook 

the  postmis t ress  accepted the  message and se t  out  to  warn MacGougan 

to  swi tch on the  beam.  Without  i t ,  the  approaching je ts  could  

not  reach the  a i rpor t ;  twenty-nine  p i lo ts  and over  three  mil l ion 

pounds '  worth  of  f ighter  planes ,were  In  -nor ta l  dangef .  But  

the  carpenter  had gone to  v is i t  h is  mother ,  who was  for 
s ick;  sd  Mrs  MacGougan volunteered.ghe would t ry  to  swi tch on 

the  radio  jr 
The problem was which was  the  swi tch,  

But  she  remembered the  ins t ruct ions  her  husband had g iven 

her  for  jus t  such an emergency.  She remembered the  sequence 

the  s teady beat  of  the  Skipness  beam reached the  3 ma ofi  fcfoe-

p i lo ts  out  over  the  s torm-wracked At lant ic  -— and the  Sabreje ts  

landed safe ly  wi th  ten  minutes  f ly ing - t ime in  hand.  So that  was  

,  why the  U.S.  Air  Force  gave Kiss  Cook and the  MacGougans  f  a  fa i ry-

godmother  promise  to  grant  them any wish in  the  world .  And they 

chose  -— a v is i t  to  London / 


