
X 

BENNIIT GTCi: 1)1 S AS TEE. 28/5/54. 

The United States Aircraft Carrier Bennington steaming into 

Rhode Island^ was the victim of fires and explosions which broke 

out during routine exercises at sea „ The crew fought the fire 

as the tiennington turned for harbour* and eventually after a grim 

struggle brought it under contro^^f^ 

Every availabliar ambulance was called into service to wal t 

for the men as they came ashore. Nearly a hundred were kills d; 

more than two hundred were injured, many sersiouslj 
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This<dis aster was one of the worst in American peacetime 

history. An Immediate investigation into the cause of the mi threap 

has been ordered, — f 


