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/  ^MOUNTBATTEN LEftYSS MALTA. y-  14/12/54.  

,IACCj x  Admiral  Earl  Mountbatten — is 1th Lady Mountbat  ten -— ±Btt  

said good-bye to off icials  a  d ^ fn fi i l i  b#m.Wl_ 
)£ 

1inrr«i  o 4~ h U r
* —^ . . . .  ^the complet ion of  his  

duties  as Corn:ander-in~Chie£f of  the NATO Naval  forces in the 

Mediterranean*^ 

And — good-bye to Major General  Sir  Robert  Lay cock,  Malta 's  

Governor* Admiral  Mountbatten was coming back to London for  a 

period of  leave,before taking up his  new appointment a t  the 

Admttalty^ as First Sea Lord*^According to custom, the SX^JEMS 

C.-in-  Go Mediterranean Fleet  is  rowed away from the Island-* 

headquarters  in a gal ley;  and as  this  was a  command under NATO -

the rowing cfew was composed of  Admirals  of  the navies of  Great  

Bri tain,  the United 3*jf tkxsx States,  France,  Greece,  Turkey and 

I talye  They rowed their  depart ing C.- in*C. out  to the wait ing 

fr leate which was escorted on the f i rs t  part  of  i ts  voyage by 

l i t t le  shlpiy^- (^se&ss^^ 

On the way home to Bri tain,  Admiral  Mountbatten went to the 
*( 

Shape headquarters  in Paris  to receive from rtenersl  Oruenther  

a  scrol l  commemmorating his  services.  I t  was an Informal and 

11 "J- ' t  hear  ted ceremony at  which good wishes were also offered 

by Deputy Supreme Commander Lord Montgomery^/*" 

And so — home to London Airport* where Earl  and Counte 

Mountbatten — and tfceir  daughter  —- were greeted bgr a  

formidable army, of  representat ives of  Newsreels  and the Pres.  

Chief  topic of  discussion was that  picturesque departure from 

George Cross Is land;  of  which the Admiral  gave a most  modest  

account ,  / 


