
FLYING BuDSEEAD 25/1/55.  

The history of  the twentieth century ruhs hand&in-hai  d  

with the s tory of  the development of  f lying;  from the f i rs t  

aeroplane f l ight  by the Wright  Brothers  in the earl iest  nineteen-

hundreds,  which was the f i rs t  t ime a heavier- than-air  machine ever  

lef t  the earth under i ts  own power;  through the f i rs t  aeroplane 

f l ight  across the English Channel  by Louis  Bleriot  in 1909;  to 
and 

the days when aeroplanes grew bigger and fasteiylKHl&i the longer 

runways required became* more and mord of  a problem* So 

the earl iest  hel icopters  made a surpris ing bow with Vert ical  
A 

take-off ;  A and developed into a variety of shapes and s izes 

The la test  type -— is  the most  amazing,of  a l l .  I ts  nickname 

is  the Flying Bedstead;  and  ̂ herejat  Hucknall ,  in  Nott inghamshire,  

is  what  may well  be a  forecast  of  the plane of  the future.  As you 

see i t  is  f l ight  without  a propeller  and without  wings.  I t  

leaves the ground and s tays airborne— entirely by jet-power.  

This  is  the Impressive resul t^ of  research by the Roll  s-Eoyee 

Compan yonder contract  to the 1 , 1  in  is  try of  SupplyTj And this  is  

ow by a t r iumph of  technical  ski l l  over the forces of  gravity 

—- three and a  half  tons of  deadweight  metal  is  l i teral ly f loat ing 

on 

In the days ahead,  many diff icul t ies  have yet  to be 

overcome. but  this  demonstrat ion marks another  tremendous 

s tep forward in man&s .conquest  of  the air* J And once agafcn — 

with this  prototype —- Bri tain has led the way for  a l l  the world 

fol lowZj The pi lot  for  this  remarkable f l ight  was Cep ta in Rondd 

Shepherd,  


