
GAY DAYS IN THE WEST INDIES. 8/2/55. 

At Government  House in  Por t  of  Spain ,  the  capi j ta l  of  Tr inidad ,  

f i f teen hundred guests  a t tended the  garden par ty  that  marked 

the  never- to^-be-forgot  ten  occasion of  the  v is i t  of  Pr incess  Margaret  

And i t  s tar ted  off  in  the  approved formal  t radi t ion with  the  

presenta t ion of  notabi l i t ies  to  Her  Royal  Highness ,  

Bgt as evening fell, the ceremonious manner developed in a 

that  d is t inguished i t^f rom s imilar  af fa i rs  a t  ucklngham 

Palace .^  I t  became a  u arni  v&l  wi th  calypso songs  dedicated 

to  the  Pr incess ;yyi i th  hundreds  of  dancers ,  and a  jaaai i iqcx haunt ing 

rhytha;  led  by the  king of  them a l l  - - -  known as  The Mighty  

Panther^jjjjp^ 

On the  fo l lowing day thousands  of  chi ldren and grown-ups  

too formed a  cheer ing avenue as  the  ' j j r incess  went  on her  

S ta te  Drive  through the  cap i  

In  a  great  ra l ly  a t  Queen 's  Park  Oval  the  dance was 

ca l led  "The Bel  Air  L 

But  there  was p lenty  of  ra in  as  wel l  as  gaie ty  dur ing the  royal  

progress  l ifrou-gn not  enough to  dan p  the  enthusiasm of  the  

crowds who had come to  cheer^  

This  day was declared a  publ ic  hol iday and r r incess  

Margaret  went  to  the  Town Hal l  accompanied by the  Mayor ,  Counci l lor  

John Hutchinson,  

On the  *5st  day of  the  v is i t  to  Tr inidad,  the  Pr incess  opened 

a  new t r$nk road and nan ed  i t  The Pr incess  Margaret  Highway » 

i son 

^?st day C 

At  the  Botanical  u ardens  there  was the  p lant ing of  a  t ree ;  
Colonia l  

and th is  was fa l lowed by the  opening of  the  new u an ^ernando /  
Nr 

Hospi ta l  

Froi?r  ^ ' r in idad,  the  x  r inces^f  lew  ̂  in  a  Viking of  Br i t i sh  West  

Indian Airways^ to  the  neighbour ing i s land of  Tobago;  and f tbdre  

was  b lazing sunshine  to  welcome the  royal  t ravel ler , ,  to  th is  

outpost  of  the  Commonweal th  which i s  the  legendary home of  Robinson 

Crusoe» 

"Among the islanders with whom the Princess chatted was Anir 

Khan an e ighty-fouy-year-old  veteran of  the  Boer  War;  and 

af ter  the  busy round — -  there  were  a  few moments  when even a  ehjcb;  

royal  t ravel ler  had t ime to  enjoy the  romant ic  beauty  of  the  
scenery.  


