
A1 HI  VERS A RY OF LI  BEE ATT CE 9  3 /5/55 

At  a  Royal  Air  Force  b t9fc lon in  Hunt ingdonshire ,  f ive  

Llncolns  of  Bomber  Command  were  loaded wi th  f lowers  and wi th  

l ea f l e t s  bea r ing  messages  o f  goodwi l l^  f rom Br i t a in  to  the  peop le  

of  Bo 11 ando This  was  an  a i r  ceremony in  commetnorat  ion  of  one of  

the  no tab le  even t s  in  the  c los ing  phases  o f  t he  Second  «<or Id  War e  

I t  was caL led  Operat ion Manna.  ^  In  1955,  the  Llndolns  f lew low 

over  the  Hague  and  the i r  f lowers  and  g ree t ings  f lu t t e red  down to  

land* To a  f ree  land;  recal l ing to  the  ^utch people  below the  

food  tha t  came  down to  them in  1945 jus t  be fo re  the  l ibe ra t ion .  

Ten yea r s  ago*,  Af te r  nea r ly  s ix  yea r s  o f  the  g r imnB sfc  and  g rea tes t  

s t rugg le  be tween  na t ions  s ine  e  the  dawn o f  the  wor ld ,  the  ^ l l l e s  
o f  war  

had carr ied  the  bat t le  in to  Germany i t se l f ;  the  scourge/ that  had 

been sent  out  f rom Hi t ler ' s  i l l -s tar red th i rd  Reich,  had come back 
rs y 

to  the  Rh inep^f  

Arnhem was l ibera ted the  scene of  one of  the  most  heroic  

s tands  agains t  overwhelming odds  the  deathless  glory  of  the  

a i rborne men.  %b^felse  c l imax of  the  previous  autumn when the  

war  had a l ready seemed to  be won - - -  and Von Runstedt ' s  armies  

postponed defeat  wi th  a  te r r i f  1CJS|J$ counter-a t tack in  the  Ardennes^ 

And when that  offensive  was crushed and the  armies  of  the  

Commonweal th  penetra ted in to  the  hear t  of  Germany -— the  foul  

pr ison-canps  of  Belsen and Buchenwald proved that  the  Nazi  des ign 
wi ldes t  

for  world-conquest  was  far  more  horr ib le  than the/ imaginat ion 

had ksrcf l  p lc tur  

As the  conquer ing Al l ied  Armies  marched on people  

be&an to  learn  to  smile  again . .  

And the  v i le  evidence of  unbel ievable  degradat ion^ was g iven to  

the  f lam^^^ 

The a rmies  o f  Russ ia ,  advanc ing  f rom the  eas t ,  jo ined  hands  

wi th  the i r  a l l i e s  f rom the  wes t  / 
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name to remember: Luneborg Heath where on a day of -Hay 

in 1945^ Field Marshal Montgomery accepted the surrender of a German 

armŷ X̂ " 

U-Boats can e in to the coasts of Britain surrendering to the 

island they had tried to starve,^ 

One by dine the Nazi chiefs surrendered too. Some cheated the 

reckoning by committing suicide, others later stodd trial at historic 

Nuremberg/# 

And in London embattled London, bombed and blitzed the 

crowds celebrated V.-E. Bay Victory in Europe. Ten years a go 

Tn Berlin in the ruins the German surrender was ratified 

by her Army's Commander-in-Chief , Keitel. And --- one by one 

the occupied Scandinavian countries were liberated too. Denmark^, 

And Norway, 

And Holland^ 

Ten years ago. Since then, so much has happened and so 

little has been achieved. But it will be much if, ten years from 

now, the nations are still calling conferences instead of waging war 


