
DOOM TOWN. 10 /5 /55  » 

They 've  ca l led  i t  Doomtovm;  In  the  mids t  of  i t  i s  a  tower  

conta in ing  an  a tomic  device  twice  as  powerfu l  as  the  bomb tha t  

wiped out  Hiroshima equal  to  algouH;  fo r ty  thousand tons  of  TNT# 

The  town i s  peopled  wi th  dummies  made of  f ibre-g lass  and s tocked si  I  

wi th  a  mi l l ion  dol la rs '  wor th  of  food and goods  —- to  see  what  

happen^ to  them '^anks  manned by  l ive  crews move in  to  

tes t  the  e f fec t  of  a tomic  explos ions  on t roops  in  the  ba t t le f ie ld .  
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The neares t  - - -  only^  threer thousand yards  f rom what  JM cal led  

"ground zero" .  Infant ry  iaakxunxi i ia ix  take  up  the i r  pos i t ions  

in  dug-out  t renches .  T he  neares t  of  these  ir i—r -  on ly  about  a  mi le  

and a  ha l f  f rom the  explos i  onp%* 

Doomtown awai ts  i t s  doomsda^g^ 

In  the  b laze  of  powerfu l  l ights  - - -  observers  take  the i r  

p laces  and a re  br ie fed;  what  and what  not  - - -  to  

The camera  i s  se t  and the  second-hand approaches  the  hoj  

At  a  s ignal  the  tanks  move in^—- wi th  guns  b laz ing  in  a  

counter -a t tack*^/^  

Sunl ight  spreads  across  the  sky  and he l icopters  move in , tog ,  
****** 

Prom the  wel l -known mushroom —- the  c loud changes  to  a  wei rd  

new shape  l ike  some prehis tor ic  beas j^g#^ 

Dur ing  the  explos ion ,  another  camera  looked back - - -  to  show 

how the  g lare  b lazed  above  those  desola te  f la t s  of  the  Nevada  DeserJ  

Yet  another  camera  was  t ra ined  upon the  wai t ing  t roops  

and au tomat ica l ly  kept  on  turn ing  as  a  dus t -s torm fo l lowed in  the  

wake of  the  b la^^  

Af ter  the  explos ion ,  Civ i l  Defence  exper ts  and t roops  moved in  

to  measure  the  e f fec t ;  and the  absence  of  pro tec t ive  cover ing  

sugges ts  tha t  the  rad io-ac t iv i ty  fo l lowing th is  a tomic  b las t  i s  

fa r  less  than  h i ther to .  
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The dummies that were not placed in special shelters had 

obviously had it -—and the blast had a shattering effect 

on objects and dummies in the open. But the most staggering 

eye-witness evidence of what happens directly in the path of 

an atomic explosion^ Is given by the automatic, protected can eras 

in the pictures that follow. Luckily it's 

a peace-time test; but this is what happened in the main 


