
1955 ELECTION. 27/5 /55 .  

Our  cameras  mere  sen t  ou t  on  a  comprehens ive  tour  to  r ecord  

wha t  happened  on  the  day  o f  the  Quie t  E lec t ion  o f  1955 .  And  

a l though  the  pe rcen tage  o f  those  who  wen t  to  the  po l l s  was  down,  

the re  was ,  o f  course ,  a  s t eady  s t r eam of  vo te r s  a l l  d#  in  a l l  

cons t i tuenc ies^^  

Among  toose  who  wen t  t o  the  po l l ing  s t a t ions  were  those  

who  wen t  mere ly  to  look  a f t e r  momma and  the re  was  

1 ,1 r  Gr i f f i th  of  Wembley ,  e t e rna l ly  young  a t  a  100  yea r s  o l^0P  

At  p laces  l ike  Cha tham the  se rv ices  wen t  i n  smar t ly^ f  

But  th ings  were  done  in  more  l e i su re ly  s ty le  in  some o f  the  

ag r i cu l tu ra l  S i s fc rSKfe i sxx  a rea^^X^ 

At  the  end  of  t he  day  the  po l l ing  s t a t ions  were  c losed  to  

the  pub l i c , and  the  vo lun tee r s  began  the i r  co lossa l  t a sk  o f  coun t ing  

and  r ecord ing  the  many  mi l l ions  o f  vo t ing  papers^F  

As  n igh t  f e l l ,  c rowds  began  to  ga the r  to  Wai t  fo r  the  r e su l t  s^ '  

and  a f t e r  a  day  tha t  was  ma in ly  f a i r^  came  a  s t eady  downpour  

of rainjjjr 

Fol lowing  the  s t a t e  of  the  pa r t i e s  a t  Conse rva t ive  

was  the  pa r ty ' s  o rgan i se r ,  Lord  V. r ooI ton»  For  Labour  — Mr  

At t l ee  wa i t ed  wi th  sec re ta ry  Ml?  Morgan  Ph i l l ips .  And  a l l  n igh t  

lon^ /he  no i se  o f  ba t t l e  ro l l ed  bu t  qu i t e  po l i t e l^g#^  

As  one  cons t i tuency  c rowded  on  the  hee l s  o f  ano the r  to  

dec la re  resu l t s  i t  was  found  tha t  in  a lmos t  a l l  cases  the  

Conse rva t ives  had  come in^ la rge r  ma jo r i t i e s^  and  Laboufc^wi th  

sma l l e r .  But  i t  was  no t  un t i l  the  fo l lowing  day  tha t  
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a  Conserva t ive  v ic to ry  became  a s su red .  Among  the  r e su l t s  awai ted  

wi th  spec ia l  in te res t^  was  tha t  o f  a  d i s t ingu i shed  back-bencher  who  

was  s t and ing  fo r  Woddford  in  Esse  

And  so  to  the  o ld  Government  zander  i t s  new l eader ,  the  

na t ion  sa id  Car ry  on j  / 


