
LE MANS 1955.  13/6/55.  

Sixty  ent r ies  of  cars  and dr ivers  f rom many nat ions  

s tar ted  on the  twenty-four  hours  road race  a t  Le Man s ,  in  France;  

some wi th  car  s  capable  of  a  speed of  two hundred mi les  an hour .  

To win —- would require  an average speed of  more  than a  hundred 

including hi l l s  and corners  and p i t  s tops  for  refuel l ing.  And 

the  winner  would cover  some two thousand f ive  hundred mi les  in  a  

day and a nighty 

Mike Hawthorn was  co-dr iver  of  the  most- fancied Br i t i sh  
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Lance Mackl ln  was  the  dr iver  of  WW*. Aust in-Healey that  was  

s t ruck from behind by one of  the  Mercedes-Benz,  dr iven a t  

about  a  hundred and f i f ty  miles  an hour  by the  F rench ace  ,  

Pierre  Levegh and the  Mercedes  hur led i t se l f  l ike  a  

thunderbol t^ into  an enclosure  packed wi th  specta tors^/ '  

The race  went  on;  wi th  racecourse  marshals  warning the  

dr ivers  to  s low down as  they roared towards  the  scene of  d isas ter .  

This  was  the  Aust in  -  Healey whose dr iver  was thrown 

c lear  wi th  only  minor  in jur ies .  The race  went  on through the  

r ight  and the  cars  s t i l l  thundered round the  Circui t  the  i s  

leaders  lapping a t  a  hundred and twenty  miles  an hour .  And the  

sunny weather  turned to  ra i jn j  

Mike Hawthorn in  the  Br i t i sh  Jaguar  es tabl ished a commanding 

lead af ter  the  Mercedes  team had been wi thdrawn f rom the  race .y^ 

One of  the  reasons  given why the  race  was not  abandoned was  

that  the  crowd of  a  quar ter  of  a  mi l l ion leaving the  c i rcui t ,  

would have prevented the  ambulances  f rom get  t ins-  through.  The 

Jaguar  went  on to  win cover ing in  the  twenty-four  hours  a  
ever  

d is tance of  / two thousand f ive  hundred and s iz ty-f ixa  BHiui .xf i f l .XH 

mi les  and breaking many records .  But  the  gr im record that  wi l l  

be  remembered f rom th is  race  a t  L e  
t i i ans  i s  of  some e ighty  dead 

and more  than a  hundred in jured,  / 


