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So — with the band playing ai  d  the sun shining the eh 

cont inuat ion of  the Eoyal  Ascot  Meet ing l ived up to  the promise of  

i t s  opening day;  both for  the spectators  on the s ide where they 

whammed out  the wal lop,  and for  the other  s ide where i t  was pink 

champafe-ne^i^ 

Looking around for  the la tes t  fashion ideas ,  you not ice  that  

by some i t  was considered effect ive to  carry furs ,  but  that  was no 

ref lect ion on the weather  .  And there  was a lso a  good deal  of  

lookinp:  around to  see what  "ady Docker  was wearing — accompanied 

by heavy s ighs and thoughts  of  the old overdraf t .  Among the 

many other  celebri t ies  to  be observed was Joan Gilber t ,  busi ly  

s igning autograph^o^^ 

Now for  a  look a t  the actual  racing on this  second day.  

This  was the f inish of  the Hunt  Cup -— and leading them home were 

Nicholas  Nifcjeby,  Comic Turn,  Coronat ion Y ear  and Immortal .  Fif ty  -

to-one outs ider  Nicholas  Mckleby^beat  the favouri te  in  a  photo 

f inish^*#**" 

Her  Majesty the %ueen was present  —- and now she goes back to  

her  boa to  have a  look at  the King George V Stakes,  The Queen 's  
\ U 

col t  Jardiniere ,  leased from the Nat ional  Stud,  was favouri te  —-

and °  ardiniere  carr ied the royal  colours  f i rs t  past  the post  for  a  

popular  w3j^0# 

Third day of  the AscAt Meet ing^;-— and once again this  glor ious 

course was bathed in  sunshine.  This  t ime the big race was the ^old 

Vase - - -  otoer  a  d is tance of  two miles .  

The winner  was br i l l iant ly  r idden by E.  Mercer .  After  lying 

wel l  back he brought  Pr ince Earle  up for  a cracking f inish^ to  win by 

a  length from Big Chief ,with Bless  You third 
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But af ter  that  race tragedy struck at  a group of  spectators  bj  

this  fence.  The skies darkened and brought  a summer thunderstor^^i^ 

Here in the centre of  the course opposi te  the RoyaL 

Enclosure - --  was a scene reminiscent  of  a  s t r icken street  in a 

wartime blit&»^7 Brim 1~nrn i mid i.iml.mta-ia-&q.b hurrtod up to ntton  ̂ to i?tnr 

c-killa dyy nhi  mflrn t h n n  ! n ' r '  

-  aomo of  - thaw a a  ir iou.  a  u  

& he unlucky spectators  made their  way to t in 

ambulances.  Some of  them, showed on their  clothing,  the scorch-marks 

where the l ightning had s t ruc^*^0^f^ 

This was a  t ragic episode to mar the gaiety of  this  Royal  Ascot  

Meet  in  ec of  1955.  This  meeting^ that  had been postponed from the 

previous month,  wil l  also be remembered for  the contrast  of  i ts  

garden-l ike beauty - --  and i ts  Unprecedented scenes of  desolat ion 

One woman was ki l led instant ly and there was a  la ter  fatal  

casualty among more than fdrfcy who were injured.  The Duke of  

Norfolk,  as  Senior  Steward ^ immediately gave orders  to postpone 

t  he next  race '  and the f i rs t  aid organisat ion went *&±h into act ion,  

assis ted by doctors  and nurses among the racegoer / 


