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This  year  marks  the  one  hundred  and  f i f t i e th  anniversa ry  of  

the  Ba t t l e  of  Trafa lgar  and  b r ings  once  more  to  mind  the  s to ry  

of  the  wor ld ' s  mos t  famous  sa i lo r  Admira l  Lord  Kelson*  At  

Greenwich  in  the  Nat iona l  Mar i t ime  Museum you  can  see  such  

famous  r e l i cs  as  the  un i form tha t  he  wore  when  a  bu l le t  brought  h im 

/ down a t  l as t^as  he  s tood  on  the  deck  of  h i s  f l agsh ip  JF-  and  the  

s t i r r ing  p ic ture  tha t  seems  to  echo  s t i l l  to  the  roar  of  can  non„  The  

o ld  f l agsh ip  Vic tory  i s  s t i l l  preserved^an d s t i l l  a f loa t  the  

on ly  surv ivor  of  the  o ld  wooden  warsh ips  tha t  defea ted  the  F lee t s  

of  Spa in  and  £ ranee  and  made  the  Royal  i N avy f  supreme opon  the  

Seven  Seas ,  In  the  years  be tween ,  d ry  ro t  has  done 'more  damage  

than  the  enemy 's  guns  ever  ach ieved  but  men a re  cons tan t ly  

work ing  to  o f f se t  the  ravages  of  t ime .  x h i s  i s  the  p laque  tha t  

marks  the  spo t  where  Nelson  f e l l  mor ta l ly  wounded;  bu t  h i s  s to ry  

was  immor ta l ,  

Yes  h i s  s to ry  was  immor ta l ;  and  so  was  the  t rad i t ion  of  
/ 

courage  and  endurance  and  devot ion  to  du ty  tha t  he  insp i red ,  
I 

Throughout  the  F i r s t  Wor ld  War ,  Br i ta in  had  reason  to  g ive  thanks  

fo r  the  sp i r i t  of  t  he  men who guarded  her  shores .A Twenty  years  

a t  t e r  the  F i r s t  Wor ld  War  f  came the  Second  ;  and  once  aga in  the  

Royal  Havy  found  men to  match  the  hour e  j  In the  Medi te r ranean ,  

commanders  l ike  Admira l  Cunningham gave  proof  tha t  the  sp i r i t  of  

the  thousands  who manned  the  sh ips  in  those  Trafa lgar  l ived  on ;  

despera te  days  were  t r i ed  to  the  h ighes t ;  

peaks  of  human courae^ in  the  Mal ta  convoys  

and  they  sca led  new 

Endless ly  they  fougfc t  on ;  day  and  n igh ty  

And a r t i f i c ia l  n igh t  was  c rea ted ,  now tha t  the  new k ind  of  

sea-war  meant  a t t ack  no t  on ly  f rom the  sea  bu t  a teaxs :  f rom above  —-

and  be low i t  x' 
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Another  of  the  names that  comes to  mind I s  Vian Rear-

Admiral  Vian who f i rs t  found fame in  the  des t royer  Cossack,  a  The 

des t royer  H.  .3 .  Kel ly  went  down under  a t tack wi th  guns  b lazing-— 

under  the  com.and of  a  promis ing young off icer  named Mountbat  ten;  

viho subsequent ly  went  on to  a  new kind of  command known as  

Combined Operat ions^ 

Under  Rear-Admiral  Burnet t  the  news of  the  day to ld  

incredible  s tor ies  of  Hnetaxsajsnx ba t t les  in  the  convoy-runs  to  

Suss* carry  hkihs  suppl ies  to  Russia .  

Perhaps  you remember  the  Al tmark the  Nazi  pr ison ship  

that  was  boarded by men of  the  des t royer  Cossack^when she  took 

refuge in  a  f jord  of  Norway;  a id  Br i t i sh  capt ives  were  re leased wi th  

a  wonderful ,EbEasaz never- to-be-forgot ten  phrase ,  

This  was  the  end of  the  ^raf  Spee —— the  pocket  bat t leship  

that  was  cornered off  Montevideo by the  cruisers  Achi l les ,  Ajaz  

and ^Gter^^g#.  

The march of  the  cruisers '  men through London was  a  t fahi l l  

for  the  ear ly  days  of  the  warmany weary embat t led  years  were  to  

passybefore  the  Victory  -arch^*#»» 

To-day,  the  sp i r i t  of  the  Navy i s  handed on once more  to  

youth;  and a l though the  methods  and the  weapons  are  so d i f ferent ,  

tharoasic  pr inciples  are  unchanged.  yXNelson 's  famous s ignal  
/  s tar  

"Ehgland expects  ' is a/saaX&XRB that  shines  as  br ight ly—— 

as  i t  d id  one hundred and f i f ty  yea? s  ago / 


