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/  Once  aga in  London  Ai rpor t  i s  the  se t t ing  fo r  ^new chap te r  

in  a i rc ra f t  h i s to ry  th i s  t ime ,  the  re tu rn  of  the  Comet" I IX^  

a f t e r  i t s  magni f i cen t  p rov ing  f l igh t  round  the  wor ld  some 

th i r ty  thousand  mi le j^X^  

The  Cdmet ' s  cap ta in  -— Group-Cap  t a in  John  "Cunningham,  the  
' * Chief  Tes t  P i lo t  o f  the  Havi l l and  Company  was  g ree ted  on  

i 

1  add ing  by  S i r  l i e s  Thomas ,  the  Chie f  o f  B .O.A.O.  ad  as  

the  g race fu l  p lane  s tood  a t  r e s t  be fofe  the  s t a tue  of  Alcock  

and Brown,  the f i rs t  men to  f ly  the At l an t i c ,  John  Cunn ingham 

spoke  o f  the  u omet ' s  pe r fo rmance  dur ing  the  wor ld  f l igh t  which  » 

began  on  December  2nd .  

On the  day  fo l lowing  the  Comet ' s  r e tu rn  to  B r  11  a i  n ,  sgse  too  

o f f  aga in  wi th  a  load  of  passengers  cons i s t ing  of  our  

newsree l  cameraman^and  a  g roup  o f  journa l i s t s^  who  had  been  

inv i t ed  to  sample  the  k ind  of  f l igh t  tha t  fu tu re  t r ave l l e r s  

would  en joy  on  the  Comeths  r e tu rn  to  regu la j?  passenger  se rv ice .  

As on the proving flight, the jet airliner was in the hands of 

u roup  Cap ta in  Cunningham ass i s t ed  by  h i s  co-p l lo t  

mat te r  o f  a  few minu tes  the  passengers  were  look ing  down on  the  

South Coast The flight, as you can judge, was smooth and 

uneventful; and the experts were all agreed that here was a 

g rea t  a i r c ra f t  wor thy  to  ca r ry  fo rward  the  iwjugur t "  t r ad i t ion  

o f  the  a i r l ines  of  Br i t a in  \\»f 


