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At  the  El^see  Pa lace ,  the  Par i s  home o f  the  French  

Pres iden t ,  members  o f  the  Dip lomat ic  Corps ,  inc lud ing  the  

represen ta t ive  of  the  Pope ,  assembled  to  g ive  the i r  cus tomary  

Nevi  Year  Gree t ings  to  Pres iden t  Coty*  

This  i s  t rad i t iona l ly  one  of  the  more  sombre  methods  of  

b r ing ing  in  the  Hew Year ,  and  among those  tak ing  par t  was  

Br i ta in ' s  Ambassador  to  France ,  S i r  Gladwyn Jebb .  A  

Equal ly  t rad i t iona l  bu t  somewhat  l e ss  formal ,was  the  c rowd 's  

g ree t ing  in  p laces  l ike  London ' s  P iccad i l ly  Ci rcus  and  Trafa lgar  

Squareu^ / r '  

Yfh i le  some were  danc ing ,  the  more  se r ious-minded  were  ka±§  

he lp ing  to  make  the  Mew Year  a  p rosperous  one .by  se l l ing  

ba l loons ,  

Ba l loons  were  a  f ea ture ,  of  course ,  a t  the  annua l  c rush  

a t  the  Alber t  Hal l^which  goes  by  the  name of  the  Cheldea  Ar t s  

Be l l ,  /x  

At  the  Chelsea  , , r t s  Ba l l  you  ge t  aL 1  sor t s  of  dancers  

wi th  a l l  sor t s  of  d i f fe ren t  Ideas  in  mind .  There  a re  dancers  

who t ake  i t  s lowly^  as  I f  longing  fo r  the  s ta te ly  days  of  the  

minus t j^ fsome dance  as  i f  they  were  be ing  a t tacked  by  wasps ;  

whi le  o thers  hard ly  no t ice  they ' re  dan  Gingery*  

One  of  the  d i s t inguished  gues t s  a t  th i s  Year ' s  Chelsea  

Ai  u u  BaL 1^  was  t i i e  Lord  -  ay  o r  o f  London —— which  was  appropr ia te  

Ms azgaz  enough,  because  the  theme fo r  hera ld ing  the  dawn of  

1956^  was  "Bow Be l l s" ,  ^  But ,  as  a lways ,  the  

se t  p ieces  had  hard ly  go t  se t^  when  they  were  upse t j^  


